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ACT NO. 7 OF 1996

I ASSENT
SALMIN AMOUR

PRESIDENT OF ZANZIBAR AND
CHATRMAN OF REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL.

STARLISH THE ZANZIBAR REVENUE BOARD AS A
Y FOR THE ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF

) REVENUE TO ADMINISTER AND ENFORCE

WS RELATING TO SUCH REVENUE AND

PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS

the House of Representatives of Zanzibar.

may be cited as the Zanzibar Revenue Board Act, 1996 and Shon ttle
ation immediately upon being assented to by the President. 20
meent.

L. unless the context requires otherwise:- Interpretation
the Zanzibar Revenue Board established under Section 3 of

" means an officer appointed as Commissioner of Revenue

and shall include any other person to whom the powers

s have been duly delegated by the commissioner;

s the Minister for the time being responsible for finance:

‘means the Government of Zanzibar as established by law

sl

means the manner prescribed in the rales made by the
- provisions of this Act;

the President of Zanzibar and Chairman of the
ouncil;

taxes, duties, fees, fines, penalties or other charges
payable under the laws and regulations relating to Inland
nzibar as set out in the Schedule to this Act.



PART 11
ESTABLISHMENT, FUNCTIONS, AND POWERS OF
THE BOARD

3. There is established a Board 1o be known as the Zanzibar Revenue Board
shall consist of all deparunents, sections establishments concerned with
on of revenue for the Government of Zanzibar.

(1) The Board shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a

seal and shall be capable of suing and being sued in its corporate
and subject to this Act, may borrow money, acquire and dispose of
rty and do all such other things as a body corporate may lawfully do.

- (2) The Board shall be an agency of the Government and shall be under
eral supervision of the Minister.

(3} Every document purporting to be an instrument issued by the Board

be sealed and authenticated in the prescribed manner and such an

ent shall be received in evidence without further proof.

- 5. The Board shall be constituled in its governing body with the following

(a) aChairman appointed by the President on the recommendation of
the Minister;

(b} the Principal Secretary of the Minisiry responsible for Finance,
Zanzibar;

{c}) the Principal Secretary of the Ministry responsible for Planning

Zanzibar;

{d) the Commissioner of Revenue, Zanzibar;

() bwo other members appointed by the Minister in consultation with
the Chairman of the Board, who have professional knowledge and
experience in finance, economics, taxation, or commerce and
having no vested interests in the Board;

(f) a representative from the Allorney General Chambers;

(g} a Secretary who shall be appointed by the Board.



3

d responsibilities of the Board shall be:- Functions
and

jer and give effect to the laws and regulations m“{!"“g‘u‘u
revenue collection in Zanzibar as set out in the gy
to this Act and for this purpose, to assess, collect and

all revenues (o which those laws apply;

woversee, and coordinate the revenue collection work
the fair, elficiem and effective administration of
Jlaws by concerned deparunents of the Government;

e the Minister and other relevant organs of the Government
s pertaining (o fiscal policy and tax administration;

SSAry measures o improve the effectiveness of tax
lion in Zanzibar including proper waining of ax
at different levels:

effective sieps o counteract fiscal frauds and various
flax evasion and leakage of revenue;

 violuntary  tax compliance and maximise revenue
by widening the tax base;

ain and periodically publish statistical data on revenuoe
L and rends of business and indusiries;

10 the laws specified in paragraph (a), to perform such
ctions as the Minister may determing.

rd shall have powers o do all such act and things as may Specific
, advantageous, or convenient for the efficient and powers.
responsibilities and functions,

in accordance wilh all such directions of a general or
ster may by writing under his hand give 1o the Board.

e to the generality of the provisions of section 6, The  powers and

of its funcitons, have power to:- authority of

thie Board.
ments in lnws and regulations concerning revenue

Zanzibar for improving the administration and

ating to those enacunents;
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3 {b} collect from any source and process the statistics needed to
- provide proper revenue forecast and yield estimates of proposed
changes in revenue laws.

() participate in prepamtion of annual revenue budget for the
B Government and negotiate realistic revenue collection targets;

manpower necds of dilfercnt revenue deparunents;

: ‘3§e} set action plan objectives and appropriate work targets for each
- revenue depanment and monitor its progress in achieving them on
continuous basis;

A0 take comrective measures including punishment to erring personnel
- of revenue department who fail to respond to training and
management efforts For improving their performance;

—-ig)ghre lawul instructions and orders to the Commissioner relating
- o management, performance and operational policies of revenue
collecting deparunents;

E Eﬁ} formulate and devise a system of internal audit and (o ensure
Athrough it the correct processing of cases by the revenuve collecting
departments of the Government in accordance with law and
relevant directions of the Board and the Minister;

direct the Commissioner to furnish it with any information reports
or other documents which the Board considers necessary for
- performance of its functions;

establish such organisational suucture and work procedures as
“may be considered necessary for smooth discharge of the functions
and responsibilitics of the Board.

et as is otherwise provided in this Act or any other law for the
e, the Board shall have no power o intervene in determination
of particular taxpayers.

Board may however, issue general instructions for the guidance
and may also detect mistakes through internal andit system
ive guidelines which shall be binding on all concerned.



-

d such functions as the Board may determine, except
ion 8(1) () and (i) of this Act.

:n.hail ve no right 1o vote.

i not exceeding three years in the first instance and shall
iment only for a subsequent period not exceeding three

may terminate or suspend the appoiniment of a member
member:-
mber's inability to perform the functions of his office;

Ours

er is convicted ol a criminal offence involving moral
y a court of law;

mber fails to comply with the regulation relating
of interest in a particular case; or

er sufficient reason to be recorded in wriling.
ive for the establishiment, maintenance and application
ffective system for identification of taxpayers for the
administration of the revenue laws in Zanzibar and shall
sary steps in that direction.

the erd. the Comunissioner or any other person
the provisions of this Act, shall regard and deal with
ion. relating to the income, expenditure or other
s of any taxpayer or other person involved in any
¢ of the purposes of this Act, and all confidential
e administration of this act which may come into his
ledge in the course of his doties as secret o any

ce to the provisions ol subsection (1), it shall be
ue departments 1o exchange or furnish each other
ts concerning any laxpayer and for effective
this Act.

cﬂlhhc interest decide w publish such information
55 of taxpayers which it considers necessary in
s under this Act.

:ﬂékgam to any member the power and authority 10 carty  Delegation.

any person (o participate in its deliberations, but  Co-eption

the Board other than an ex-officio member shall hold Tenure of
and conditions as are specified in his instrument of members.

Idemtification
of taxpayers

Confidenti-
ality
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PART 111
COMMISSIONER, OFFICERS AND STAFF

nt shall appoint a Commissioner of Revenue of the Board on
n of the Minister.

e Commissioner shall hold office for the period of three vears and
for reappointment unless he sooner expires or resigns or vacales

Commissioner shall be the chief executive of the Board and
I supervision and control of the Board, shall be responsible
day operations of the Board, the management of funds, property
[ the Board and for administration, organisation and control of all
ned with collection of revenue in different depantments of the

Commissioner may, subject to any law or to any direction of the
Board, delegate any of his functions in relation 1o administration
to any officer subordinate to him.

: President may, on the recommendation of the Minister terminate
of the Commissioner for inability to perform the functions of his
haviour, or for any other sufficient canse.

rd shall appoint such number and grades of revenue officers w
nue laws as it may think necessary for proper management of
and efficient tax administration.

shall appoint a secretary to the Board who shall be responsible
2 business proceedings of the Board and for such other functions

Board shall appoint other officers and staff as may be required
rformance of the functions of the Board on such terims and
may determine.

oard shall be responsible for discipline and control of the
5 and stalf appointed by it and can evolve suitable procedures

ge of the Board including any officer appointed o administer
shall not be liable in his personal capacity, in civil or criminal
ect of any act or omission done in good faith in performance



PART IV
CIAL PROVISIONS AND REPORTS

cd by or payable to the Board under any revenue law Revenue

nment accounts in accordance with the financial o goto
ument, Gcmlmenl
account.

“the Board for management of its own affairs shall Funds of
. Board

as may accrue by retention of a certain percentage of
: collected by the Board as shall be determined by the
[rom time o time;

 as may be received by or made available to the Board
ints, loans or other sum forthe purpose of performing
subject to the approval of the Minister.

may charge and collect fees in respect of training
seminars, consultancy and other services provided

 of the Board shall be a charge on the consolidated
Government shall make adequate provision in its
ary funds available 1o the Board.

shall, not later than three months before the end of  Budge

and submit to the Board for its approval, estimates —estimates
for the next ensuing year which, onapprowval, shall

forinclusion in the annual budget of the Government.

1l b:ﬂ accounts and records of its wransactions and  Accounts and
that all moneys received and paid on its behalf are  awdit
horised and adequate control is maintained over its

liability.

of subsection (1) of this section , the Board shall
il procedures and internal avdit systems and the
msible to ensure that these procedures are strictly

ts of the Board shall be audited by a competent
ed by the Minisier,

er shall submit to the Board periodical reports in Reports by
by different departments at such intervals and ihe
may determine., commissiober



Commissioner shall within three months after the end of each
ear submit a report to the Board, and the Board shall submit to the
1 respect of that year, containing:-

() mmmgot‘financia] statements indicating collection of revenue
‘under different heads and by different deparunents;

b (h) a report on performance of various sections of the Board and
- revenue departments;

. 2 {€) analysis and reasons for variation in actual revenue colletions as
compared to the budget estimates; and

. {d} such other matiers as the Board may divect him to include.

he annual report submitted under subsection (2) shall be presented
House of Representatives by the Minister.

PART V
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

property, except any such property as the Minister may determine,

ately before the commencement of this Act was vested in the
for the use of the revenue deparunents for the purposes of giving
laws relating to revenue collection, shall on the date of commencement
t wvest in the Board subject to all interests, liabilities, charges,
and trust affecting the property.

cept as otherwise provided in subsection (1) in relation to property,
debts, engagements, and labilities of the Government attributable
e collecting departments shall remain vested in the Board and may
by or against the Board,

) With a view (0 eliminate fraud and other forms of fiscal evasion in
e departments, and without prejudice to any other law for the time
ce, the Commissioner may, where it appears to him that an offence

‘Act or under any revenue law has been, is being or is likely to be
-

- {a;l.enquire or request any officer subordinate to him 1w enquire into
- the matter; and

~ (b) submit areport on the facts and make appropriate recommendations
- to the Board.

i

turtherance of the objectives of subsection (1), the Commissioner



hordinate to him a warrant in the prescribed
of any premises, goods or documents and

goods or documents;
person o furnish any information or produce
is custody or control that the Commissioner
1 ko appear before him;

prescribed by the Board, give such instructions

inme 1o him, as be thinks (it for
er involving fraud or other forms of fiscal

d in the work of revenue collection has
an offence under any law relating o revenuoe
be committed he shall:-

L the matter 1o the Comumisisoner, and

by the Commissioner, enquire inlo the matter in
 such instructions as the commisisoner may give

purposes of this Act:-

----- s¢ or justification, fails to comply with an
this Act;

JAHTE W any document which is
3 in particulars;

icer in the performance of his functions under

nes the provisions of this Act;

ce and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
llion shillings or w imprisonment for a term of

such fine and imprisonment,

ed (o adminisier any revenue law before the
nothwithstanding anything contained in this
Dif under this Act until an appointment is

mdmlauns‘ o revenue collection as set
14 intely before the commencement of
enforced in the same manner as they would have
‘the act had not been enacted.

Offences

Savings
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29. Nothwith standing any provision in revenue laws set out in the Schedule
o this Act, The Minister shall have POWeET to remit, reduce or waive any revenue
- on the recommendation of the Board.

30. (1) The Minister may from time to time amend the Schedule to include
any new sty instrument for collection of revenuve.

(2} The Board may make rules regulating its own procedure generally
and in particular, in respect of holding of meetings, notices, proceedings at Board
meelings, production and inspection of minutes of Board meetings and other
related manters.

(3) The rules so made shall be submitted to the Minister for approval and

can be similarly amended by the Board with the approval of the Minister and
shall be published in the Gazetie.

SCHEDULE

2. The Stamp Duty Act, 1996
The Hotel Levy Act, 1995
The Airport Service Charges Decree 1963
. The Sea pont Charges Decree.,
The Petrolenm products Levy Act 1991
The Business Licence Act, 1983
. Entertainment Tax Act
. Public Revenue Management Act, 1992/93, 199304, 19094/95, 1995/06

5

10. Any other law which is or may come into force o mobilise and collect
revenue in Zanzibar.

Passed on the House of Representatives on 161h October, 1996,

awn de

{KHAMIS TUMA CHANDE)
CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
ZANZIBAR



